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The Unanswered Question Ives
  (1874-1954)

And the Waltz Goes On Hopkins
  (1937-)

Symphony No. 38 in D Major, K. 504 ‘Prague’ Mozart
 Adagio - Allegro (1756-1791)
 Andante
 Presto

INTERMISSION

Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 17 Paderewski
 Allegro (1860-1941)
 Andante
 Allegro molto vivace
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THE ISABEL

TODAy’S MuSIc

Over the span of human civilization, 
people have always been drawn to 
magnetic personalities. While all 
the great composers are certainly 
celebrities to starry-eyed orchestra 
fans, today we take a peek at music 
written by celebrities of all sorts. 
From heads of state, to genuine 
movie stars, to Mozart, the ultimate 
orchestral rock star, today we go on 
an all-out celebrity tour!

We begin with an extraordinary 
piece, The Unanswered Question, 
written by Charles Ives. He made his 
career as an insurance salesman, as 
unlikely as that sounds. Ives holds 
the distinction of being one of the 
first American composers to become 
a celebrity outside his home country. 
The Unanswered Question is as 
much about philosophy as it is about 
anything. The orchestra is divided 
into three performance groups. 
Each group is in separate, distinct 
locations, and plays independently of 
one another. The strings, which play 
a placid, beautiful chord progression 
for the entirety of the piece, represent 
the Silence of the Druids who “know, 
hear, and see nothing.” The trumpet 
plays a single phrase seven times. 
This is the “question.” The winds 
respond each time except the very 
last, with ever more petulant, agitated 
and mocking responses until they 
finally give up. The final question 
remains unanswered, even by the 
druids, who fall to silence. 

Sir Anthony Hopkins, in addition to 
being one of the great actors of the 
20th century, turns out to be an avid 
musician. In November 1964, on a 
damp and cold day in the Liverpool 
Playhouse, Hopkins was noodling on 

the downstairs piano, playing a waltz 
theme. A fellow actor remarked on its 
beauty, and that was the beginning 
of And the Waltz Goes On. Nearly 
50 years later, Hopkins had the 
courage to send it to André Rieu, who 
performed it live, in concert, in Vienna 
in 2012.

Mozart had a soft spot for the city 
of Prague, and why not? The people 
of Prague worshipped the ground he 
walked upon. Throughout his career 
he never missed an opportunity 
to perform there. The irony with 
his Symphony No. 38 is that there 
is evidence to suggest it was not 
written for audiences in Prague at all! 
However, its premiere in the city was 
rapturously received, and henceforth 
became known as the Prague 
Symphony. A glorious symphony at 
the height of Mozart’s powers, it is a 
testament to his celebrity there. 

Finally, a celebrity tour wouldn’t 
be complete without a true 
superstar. Janina Fialkowska joins 
us to perform the remarkable 
piano concerto written by Ignacy 
Paderewski, a brilliant pianist, 
composer and former prime minister 
of Poland. Before his political career, 
Paderewski was making waves as a 
virtuoso in Vienna, Paris and even the 
United States. The concerto served 
as a further personal vehicle to vault 
him to pianistic superstardom. This is 
a serious piece, full of deep, beautiful 
music. I can’t imagine a better way to 
close off this sublime afternoon.
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